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   October 4, 2024
Dear Parents and Students:

The purpose of this mailing is to provide information to RCSD families about School of the Arts (SOTA) and our application/audition process.  All students interested in attending SOTA must successfully complete an audition.  Students may audition in one of six arts disciplines: Creative Writing, Dance, Drama, Music (Band, Choir, Strings, or Piano), Theatre Technology or Visual Arts.  All students interested in auditioning for SOTA must submit a School of the Arts Application.  The application is included in this mailing and can be mailed to School of the Arts, or completed online at SOTAROCHESTER.ORG.  The deadline to submit your School of the Arts Application is December 20, 2024.  Once your application is received, you will be scheduled for an audition on one of the following days; January 21, 22, or 23, 2025 from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  Families will be notified of specific audition dates the week of January 6, 2025.

We encourage prospective SOTA students and their families to join us on Thursday, November 14, 2024, from      5 PM – 7 PM for our SOTA School Selection Open House.  This event provides an opportunity to meet the SOTA staff, learn more about the audition process, and take a tour of our facility.  Families will also have the opportunity to witness firsthand the dedication and talent of SOTA’s current students through a variety of performances and presentations.

Audition documents and informational videos explaining the audition process for each Arts department are also available on SOTA’s website - SOTAROCHESTER.ORG – under the “Apply to SOTA” link on the homepage.  Additionally, we encourage prospective students and families to attend SOTA’s numerous evening Arts events, all of which are open to the public and many of which are free of charge.  A 2024-2025 performance calendar is included in this mailing.

PLEASE NOTE:  If you apply to School of the Arts, you must also complete the RCSD Schools of Choice Application Process identifying alternative school choices or placement preferences in the event that your child is not accepted to SOTA. More information about the Schools of Choice process will be forthcoming from the Office of Student Placement and Equity.  

If you have questions about School of the Arts, please email us at SOTAINFO@RCSDK12.ORG. For more information about the secondary school selection process, please contact the Office of Student Equity and Placement at 262-8241.  Thank you!

Sincerely, [image: A close-up of a signature

Description automatically generated]Important Dates:

· November 14, 2024 – SOTA School Selection Open House - 
SOTA Application Available
· December 20, 2024 - Deadline for Completed SOTA Application
· January 21-23, 2025 - SOTA Audition Dates

Please Save the Dates Listed Above: your child will be scheduled to audition on ONE of these days.

· March 2025 - Deadline for Completed RCSD Schools of Choice Application
· April 2025 – SOTA Acceptance Letters Mailed
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Alan A. Tirré
Principal 
School of the Arts
[image: ]
Luke Wilson
Assistant Principal
School of the Arts[image: ]
School of the Arts Audition Process
AUDITION DATES: JANUARY 21-23, 2025 - 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM


	• Be Available on Audition Dates. Auditions will be scheduled by School of the Arts. Applicants cannot request specific dates and/or times. 
• Auditions CANNOT be Rescheduled for Any Reason. 
• You Must Select ONE Arts Discipline in Which to Audition. Applications will not be processed if you choose more than one art area. Do not call School of the Arts to schedule an audition. All applicants will receive a letter with an audition date. 
• Auditions Will Vary by Arts Discipline.    Students will present/perform their prepared audition materials for their teachers and may participate in a classroom setting specific to that art area.  Every audition will be measured according to a standard rubric. Each student will receive a numerical score from 1-10, with 10 being the highest. 

All Students Are Required to Bring: 
1. A Written Essay (5-7 sentences long) explaining why you want to attend SOTA, and why you are auditioning in your chosen art. 
2. A Confidential Applicant Snapshot from a previous or current teacher. Confidential Applicant Snapshots are online: SOTAROCHESTER.ORG. 
3. Additional Audition Requirements by Arts Discipline as Listed Below.



	Additional Audition Requirements by Art Area



CREATIVE WRITING

Please Bring: 
• A full portfolio of your written work reflecting different genres and styles. Each portfolio should include a varied selection of poetry (rhymed and unrhymed), a varied selection of fiction (short stories, plays) and a variety of non-fiction work (essays, book reports, journalism, reviews, class projects that reflect research, etc.) Additionally, please include original drafts of work that has been revised. 
• Pencil, pen (blue or black ink only). Paper will be provided. 
You MAY be Requested to: 
• Participate in a writing workshop. 

DANCE

Please Bring: 
• Dance attire (leotard, tights) or close-fitting athletic wear (no shorts – no bare legs). 
• For safety, use dance shoes or bare feet. 
• A recording of music for the piece you
 will perform.  This can be on a phone, tablet, YouTube, or a CD


SOTA Applicants Must Fill Out the SOTA Application, Successfully Complete an Arts Audition and Provide Proof of Residency Upon Acceptance.

~ Please visit SOTAROCHESTER.ORG for more details ~





DANCE (continued)
You MAY be Requested to: 
• Present a short dance sequence (at least 30 seconds to 1 minute in length). 
• Respond to teacher-directed combinations. 

DRAMA

Please Bring: 
• A brief (approximately 100 words) memorized monologue from either a play or book in the first person (do not use speeches or rhyming poems). Talk to your teacher, or visit www.stagemilk.com/monologues-for-kids, or www.dramanotebook.com/monologues-kids-teenagers/ for ideas.
You MAY be Requested to: 
• Do some improvisation. 
• Do a short reading which will be provided for you at the audition.
• Perform a scene with a partner
• Demonstrate ability to convey stage presence, emotion, body movement and response to direction. 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
Band and Strings

Please Bring: 
• Your instrument. 
• One or two prepared selections. 
• Sheet-music sample(s) or book(s) of music you are playing at this time. 
You MAY be Requested to: 
• Play three major scales from memory. 
• Play at least one prepared piece. 
• Demonstrate sight reading ability.
• If you are auditioning for drum set, you will be requested to play at least three of the following styles: Swing, Samba, Funk, Rock, Bossa Nova, Disco, Shuffle, Jazz, Waltz. You will also be expected to prepare the components for the standard percussion audition including: three scales of your choice, a prepared solo piece, and sight-reading.

PIANO

Please Bring: 
• One or two prepared selections. 
• Sheet music sample(s) or book(s) of music that you are playing at this time.
You MAY be Requested to: 
• Play three scales with both hands from memory. 
• Demonstrate sight reading ability. 
• Play a simple arrangement of Beethoven’s   
  “Ode to Joy.” 
• Play at least one additional prepared piece. 

VOCAL MUSIC

Please Bring: 
• A copy of the sheet music for your prepared song.  An accompanist will be available to you.

VOCAL MUSIC (continued)
You MAY be Requested to: 
• Sing one major scale.
• Sing “America” aka: “My Country Tis of Thee.”
Diction is an important part of this segment. 
• Sing one prepared song of your choice; an accompanist will be provided. 
• Sight-sing a simple four-measure melody. 

THEATRE TECHNOLOGY

Please Bring Any Three of the Following: 
• A Drawing, Painting or Paper Mache project that you created at home or in your art class of which you are proud. 
• Your ideas for a Dollhouse Ground Plan including a living room, kitchen, bedroom, etc. 
• Something built from wood, like a box or birdhouse. 
• A list of sets and props from an episode of your favorite TV show, movie, or cartoon. 
• Your ideas or plans about how you would build a bookshelf. 
• An example of Computer Art or Computer Drawing you created. 
You MAY be Requested to: 
• Do measuring activities with a standard ruler. 
• Draw pictures based on moods / emotions / words; problem solve in a group activity; follow instructions to build a simple object. 
• Work with basic hand tools. 
• Learn to use a computer for drawing. 

VISUAL ARTS

Please Bring: 
• A #2 pencil and eraser.
• A sample observational drawing that you have done, in pencil, of an old shoe on a piece of 8.5” x 11” white paper. Be sure to look closely at the shoe and draw what you see. This will be left at the audition. 
• A Portfolio of your original artwork that includes 6-8 samples of your best 2-dimensional and 3-dimensional (sculptures) artwork. You can also bring a sketchbook of drawings if you have one. You can include work that you have done at home and/or at school. Please make sure your portfolio includes: an observational drawing of an object such as a kitchen utensil or tool, an observational landscape drawing, an observational portrait drawing of someone.  Please do not include cartoons, anime, or superheroes in your portfolio. 
You MAY be Requested to: 
• Show a portfolio of your original artwork. You will take the portfolio home with you after the audition.
• Respond to questions about your artwork and art processes during an interview.


	Application for School of the Arts



(Please Print Clearly)
	Student Identification Number:
	____________________________________________________

	(your RCSD Google ID Number)

	Student Name:
	________________________________________________________________

	
Address:
	____________________________________________________________________

	
	House Number	
	Street
	Apartment

	

	________________________________________________________________________________

	
	City
	State
	Zip Code

	
Telephone:
	________________________________________
	Birthdate:
	________________________

	
Current School:
	_____________________________________________
	Current Grade:
	___________

	Parent / Guardian Name:
	__________________________________________________________________

	Parent / Guardian Email Address:
	__________________________________________________________



Check the ONE area in which you will be auditioning:
□ Creative Writing	□ Dance		□ Drama		□ Instrumental Music			
												 (Only One Instrument)
□ Theatre Technology	□ Visual Arts		□ Vocal Music	□ Piano
Waiting List:	Any student not chosen through the selection process will be placed on a waiting list that will expire at the end of August 2024.  In the event of placement through the waiting list, a letter of acceptance will be mailed to the student’s home.
Sibling Preference:	Sibling preference will only be taken into consideration in the event of a tie.  Sibling preference does not guarantee admission.

□ My brother/sister currently attends School of the Arts.
Name:						          Sibling ID#: ______________
		                           (Sibling’s Full Name)	
	Parent/Guardian’s Signature:
	
	Date:
	












	Application Deadline: December 20, 2024

	Please Return Completed Application to: 

                                   Or
	SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
45 Prince Street
Rochester, NY 14607





 Apply Online: SOTAROCHESTER.ORG
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2024-2025

PERFORMING &
VISUAL ARTS
SCHEDULE

THE SOTA COMMITMENT

\ « To nurture the academic, artistic and humanistic
potential of every student.

' - To prepare students to seek advanced education
and rewarding careers.

« To cultivate each student’s special artistic gifts.
« To teach respect for diversity and life-long learning.

 To value the dignity, individuality and self-worth of
every student.

www.sotarochester.org

2024-2025 PERFORMANCE CALENDAR
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Clip and post this calendar for quick and easy reference. Admission fees are charged for all events
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Senior Piano Recital
Senior Theatre Showcase
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Final Piano Recital

Finale Art Opening
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e PLAY
aTGOES

HIGH SCHODL EDITION

Directed by Luke Fellows. Written by Herry Lewis,
Henry Shields, and Jonathan Sayer.

Welcome toopening nightof the Cornley Drama
Societys nowes producton, The Murder ot aversham
Manor,where things are quikly oing from bad to
uttery disastrous Thi 19205 whodunt s everythin
it v st/ g
Ty, 3 corpe that can't play deac, and actorswh trp
over cverything (inluding their nes) Neverthelezs,
the sccident prone thespians batle against all 00 to
make i thrcugh o thei finalcurtain call,with Rlaricus
Consequences! Presented by smangement with
Dramatises Play Service.

SCHOOL OF THE ARTS BLACK BOX THEATRE
October 24 - October 26

SCROOGE!
HOLIDAY MUSICAL

Directed by Ed Myers. A play by Simon Stephens,
based on the novel by Mark Haddon.

Wimmer of the 2013 Tony Award for Best Play. 15-year-old
Christopher hasan exsaordinary brin: He s exceptional
mathematics but il equipped tointerpret everyday ife. He has
never ventured aloni beyond the end of hisroad, he detests
being touched, and he disrusts rangers. Now 127 minutes
after midnight and Christopher stands beside isneighbor's
‘Gead dog,Welington, who has been speared with 3 gaden fork.
Finding himsalf under uspicion,Christopher s determined to
Solue the mystery of who murdered Wielington, and he carefully
recordseach fat of the crime. Buthis detectve work,forbidden
by i other, takes him on  chrling ourney that upturns is
world. Presented by amangement with Dramatists lay Service.
Suggested for mature cudiences oy

SCHOOL OF THE ARTS BLACK BOX THEATRE
February 6 - February

Directed by Michelle Accorso. Music & Lyrics by
Benny Anderson & Bj6rn Ulaeus.

The story.-telling magic of ABBA's timeless songs.
propels this enchanting tale of love, laughter and
friendship, creating an unforgettable show. A mother.
A daughter. Three possible dads. And 2 trip down the
aisle you'll never forget! Presented in special
‘amangement with Musical Theatrenternational (MT)
ALLEN MAIN STAGE THEATRE

May1-May3

cted by Ken Canfield. Book, Music, and Lyrics by
Lesle Bricusse.

Based on the 1970 smash screen musical this timeless
musical adaptation of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas
Carol follows miserly Ebenezer Scrooge as he.
undergoes 2 profound experience of being visited by
theghost of hisformer partner Jacob Marley and the
‘ghosts of Christmas past, present and future. Thisis.
Sure tobbe a hit with audiences of all ages. Presented in
‘amangement with Concord Thearicals.

ALLEN MAIN STAGE THEATRE

December 12 - December 14

Produced and irected by the School of the Arts
Dance Department.

Be there when the Allen Main Stage Theatre explodes
with energy and heart-pounding excitement. SOTAS
Dance faculty and Dance majors create an
unforgettable evening of compelling choreography to
captivate the imagination and excite the senses.
Featuringvarious dance genres and music including:
tap, ballet, jazz, modern, hip-hop and more, Dance
Concert 2025 is 2 must-see!

ALLEN MAIN STAGE THEATRE

March 7& March &

Directed by Andrea Gregoire. Adapted by Bradley.
Craddock.

Travel to the land of oz where our young Dorothy must
team up with a cast of characters to, not only, find her
‘way home, but discover the true meaning of home.
‘Adapted from the novel by L Frark Baum by Creative
Writing faculty member Bradley Craddock this will be a
page to stage experience for School of theArts
Students.

BLACK BOX THEATRE

June’s - June7
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SOTAArt Center Office: 585324-3535  SOTA Online Box Office: boxoffice.sotarochester.org

SOTHs VisualArts Department proudly presents 1026 Fall Chor Concert oM
the 2024-2025 season of art exhibits. Each 10/22 Fall Jazz Concert 7PM
exhibition reflects the talents, imagination and 10/24 Fall Orchestra Concert 7PM
artstry of the SOTA'sVisual Arts majors. Join us 10/30 Fall Band Concert M
‘aswe celebrate another exciting aspect of the. 11/6  Fall Piano Recital 7PM
arts at School of the Arts. 12/4 Holiday\Voice Recital oM
12/17 Holiday Choir/Orchestra Concert  7PM
DAVID SILVER GALLERY 12/18 Holiday Jaz Band Concert oM
‘Opening Receptions -6 PM 12/19 Holiday Band Concert oM
1/14  Winter Piano Recital PM
14 Faculty Artist Showcase 2/11 Black History Concert 7PM
1024 Foundations | and Il Opening
3/13  Spring Orchestra Concert oM
1 Seniors Group IArt Opening :
3/18  Spring Piano Recital oM
2% Seniors Group Il At Opening
3 Seniors Group lll Art Opening 3/19 S e e Rl M
3/20  Spring Band Concert oM
4 Grade 11 Art Opening
3/25  Spring Chair Concert oM
si Foundations | and Il Art Opening
o e e 3/27  Spring JazzConcert oM
5/28 Choir Concert. PM
6/12  Food Truck Rodeo 4PM
e 5/12  Senior Piano Recital oM
S R = 5/13  Senior Theatre Showcase oM
5/14  Senior Voice Recital PM
Fall Coffechouse 5/15  Senior Instrumental Recital ~ 7PM
November 21st M 5/16 Senior Dance Showcase PM
Y RTSaCHTS (FE ST} 5/29 Spring Coffechouse feat. Class of 25 7PM

March 13& March 14
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